
• Sunday Adult Discussion Sunday Adult Discussion Sunday Adult Discussion Sunday Adult Discussion ---- 8:30am 8:30am 8:30am 8:30am    
Currently reading: Common Ground 

 

• Wednesday Christian Education Class Wednesday Christian Education Class Wednesday Christian Education Class Wednesday Christian Education Class ---- 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm 6:30pm    
Currently reading: Ascending the Heights 

 

• Thursday PanThursday PanThursday PanThursday Pan----Orthodox Bible Study (Camp Hill) Orthodox Bible Study (Camp Hill) Orthodox Bible Study (Camp Hill) Orthodox Bible Study (Camp Hill) ---- 7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm    
Currently reading: The Gospel of  St. Matthew  

 

• Christ the Saviour Book Club Christ the Saviour Book Club Christ the Saviour Book Club Christ the Saviour Book Club ---- Meets 4x per year Meets 4x per year Meets 4x per year Meets 4x per year    
Next Meeting January 18th at Anna Doray’s (Hershey) 

Currently reading: Mountain of  Silence 

CTS QUARTERLY 

that his true wealth, was 
his spiritual wealth - i.e. a 
real relationship with 
God. This  reality was ar-
ticulated when he had the 
following conversation 
with his wife: “Then his wife 
said to him, "Do you still 
hold fast to your integrity? 
Curse God and die! But he 
said to her, "You speak as one 
of the foolish women speaks. 
Shall we indeed accept good 
from God, and shall we not 
accept adversity?" In all this 
Job did not sin with his 
lips.” (Job 2:9-10)  
  
Especially in these difficult 
times, let us strive for that 
spiritual wealth which is 
eternal and found only in 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

With love in Him -  

“The man who wants to keep 
in mind the hour of death and 
God’s judgment and who, at 
the same time, gives in to 
material cares and distractions 
is like someone trying to swim 
and clap his hands at the 
same time.” 
 

          - St. John Climacus 
 
Like many of the words of 
the Church Fathers this 
quote from St. John, writ-
ten in the sixth century is 
very contemporary. Al-
though we hate to admit 
it, while we have made 
tremendous strides in the 
fields of medicine and 
technology, we still can’t 
find a way around the 
words of our Lord, when 
he said, “"No one can serve 
two masters; for either he will 
hate the one and love the 
other, or else he will be loyal 

to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God 
and mammon.” (Mt. 6:24) 
 

These words ring espe-
cially true as we consider 
the greed which has se-
verely crippled our na-
tion’s economy, not to 
mention our own OCA. 
These events once again 
reveal that the end result 
of “mammon” worship is 
division and alienation, 
both from God and from 
our neighbor. 
 
We need only to turn to 
the Holy Scriptures to find 
the proper perspective. In 
the Book of Job we read 
about a man who was 
“blameless and upright”, 
yet was also very rich. His 
material wealth was ulti-
mately of little significance 
and as we read on, we find 
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WELCOME TO THE COMMUNITY 

AT CHRIST THE SAVIOUR. . . 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Newly Baptized &  

Illumined: 
 

Christian Ghebremichael 
John Robert Yerke 

 
New Members: 

 

Tony & Eilene Onufer 
Jacob & Neena Cheecheril 

and Shreya & Shawn 
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REMEMBER THE CHURCH     

Wills and Bequests 

Attorney John S. Kundrat 

107 Boas Street, Harrisburg, continues to offer to 
draw up (FREE of CHARGE) a simple will or                
bequest as long as Christ the Saviour Orthodox 
Church is included with a percentage of the                        

estate or some designated amount. 

Call him at 717-232-3755 to make an appointment,                                        
or visit his website at www.kundratlawfirm.com.  

Please, prayerfully remember your Church (from 
which you have received the Sacraments and countless 

other blessings) in your will. Thank You.  

Visit www.christthesaviourhbg.org for weekly bulletins, the monthly calendar,     
photos, and countless other resources highlighting our Orthodox Christian Community. 

Not on the web? Contact the Church office at 717-652-1825 and we will mail                        
you our weekly bulletin (Please consider a donation to cover the cost of postage). 

V. REV. DR. MICHAEL KOVACH 
65 Years in the Holy Priesthood              65 Years in the Holy Priesthood              65 Years in the Holy Priesthood              65 Years in the Holy Priesthood                  

O n Sunday September 21st, the community of Christ the 
Saviour was honored to celebrate sixty five years of 
Priestly service by Father Michael Kovach. At the end 
of the Divine Liturgy Fr. Michael spoke about his min-

istry in Christ’s Holy Church for over two thirds of a century, remem-
bering that almost thirty of those years were offered while he was as-
signed as an associate at Christ the Saviour. He also lovingly spoke 
about his wife, Matushka Olga, who until her recent bout with Alz-
heimer’s, played such a vital part in his ministry. It is fitting to note 
that she often repeated the comment that she wants to be remem-
bered as “the dedicated wife of a Russian Orthodox Priest”.  

 In addition to serving parishes throughout the country, Fr. 
Kovach also retired after a successful career as a professor of Russian 
Language and administrator at Millersville University. May God con-
tinue to bless Fr. Michael as he serves His Holy Church!  

Mnogaya Lyeta! 
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The Parenting Vocation: Living the Life of Christ 
by Fr. George Morelli 

C onsider Our Lord’s words 
on the importance of how 
children are influenced: 
“And he said to his disciples, 

… woe to him by whom they come! It 
would be better for him if a millstone 
were hung round his neck and he were 
cast into the sea, than that he should 
cause one of these little ones to 
sin” (Luke 17:1-2). Parents and any 
caretakers of children have one of the 
most important vocations in the Church, 
namely to teach their children about 
Our Lord Jesus Christ and His message. 
Teaching may take many forms. 

   The place to start is with those who 
care for children themselves. Parents are 
the primary teachers of children by the 
blessed marriage they possess. One of 
the blessing prayers said by the priest in 
the Holy Mystery of Matrimony is: 
“Unite them in one mind and one flesh, 
and grant them fair children for                      
educat ion in thy fa i th and 
fear” (acknowledging the awesome, 
transcendent God). 

   If parents and others who teach or care 
for children are not keeping a “life in 
Christ,” how can children be expected 
to follow Christ and His teachings? Psy-
chologists have long emphasized the 
powerful effects of modeling on chil-
dren. Recently, news media have even 
reported that a gene for imitation has 
been discovered. Children have a pro-
pensity to make a neural copy of a be-
havior modeled and to repeat it. 

   I remember when I was first in clini-
cal-pastoral practice. Parents would 
come to me and present a behavioral 
problem. For example, their ten-year-
old was smoking. Inside the shirt pocket 
or hanging out of the pocketbook of the 
parent would be a pack of cigarettes. 

This was and still is hypocrisy. It is 
nearly impossible to change the child’s 
behavior. Parents, guardians, and others 
who have children in their care are su-
premely powerful models. I have never 
met one child in my pastoral or clinical 
career who bought into the usual “lame” 
explanations: “Well I can do it, and 
when you get to be my age then you can 
make up your own mind,” or “You are 
not old enough yet.” Children are bright 
enough to see right through such expla-
nations. 

   The Holy Spirit imparts grace in the 
sacraments. The parents have to bring 
their children to their parish church 
where the Holy Spirit is sacramentally 
imparted. If a child is not brought in to 
be baptized, the child is not an Ortho-
dox Christian. If the parents do not 
bring their children to attend Divine 
Liturgy, they do not receive the Body 
and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ. If the parents bring 
the child to church but do not go them-
selves, children see right through such 
hypocrisy, just as in the cigarette exam-
ple above. The message is: “Grown ups 
do not have to go to church.” So the 
child is no longer getting the grace of 
Christ. Often the greatest teaching, or, 
in this case, scandal, is teaching by what 
is not done. 

   A child may hear a family conversation 
about a nasty neighbor or relative in which 
a parent says, “That no good for nothing 
@#$%^&,” yet in church the child hears 
preached from the altar our Lord’s words 
of love, forgiveness, and not holding anger 
against a brother. If they then see and hear 
their mothers or fathers doing just the op-
posite, does this add to the child’s faith and 
commitment to Christ? It destroys it! And 
we wonder why morality and values are 
breaking down in modern times? 

   On the other hand, no one is perfect 
— parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
brothers, sisters, bishops, priests, teach-
ers. We all sin and fall short. What a 
beautiful lesson could be taught to a 
child we care for, when we do fall short, 
if we go to the child and say, for exam-
ple: “You know, I lost my temper today. 
It was not right, I am sorry and I will try 
to do better. This is what Jesus would 
want me to do.” No one may speak ex-
actly like this, using such words. How-
ever, using their own words parents will 
get across the substance of the message: 
I did wrong, I will try to do better and I 
want us all as a family to follow our 
Lord’s teachings. 

   Thus, the first and most important 
lesson in Orthodox Christian parenting 
is to live the life in Christ as thoroughly 
as can be done. Despite our failings, we 
must remember the words of Jesus: “He 
said to them: The things that are impos-
sible with men are possible with 
God” (Luke 18:27). ● 

This Article appeared in the March 2006 issue of 
The Word magazine. You may find it on-line at 
www.antiochian.org/node/17694. 
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Looking Ahead - Save the Date! 
October 17 - 18: Orthodox Two Part Harmony Workshop (see flyer on web site) 
October 21: Monthly Parish Council Meeting 7pm 
October 25: Memorial Saturday - General Panakhida 9am 
October 26: Deadline for IOCC Kit Items; Men’s Club Meeting 4pm 
 

November 3: Altar Guild Meeting 6:30pm 
November 7: Vespers (St. Michael & other Angels) 7pm 
November 8: Divine Liturgy (St. Michael) 9:30am; DiFlorio/Mioff  Wedding 2pm 
November 10: Deadline for Thanksgiving Nut-Roll orders 
November 10-13: 15th All American Council in Pittsburgh, PA 
November 14: Nativity (St. Philip’s) Fast Begins  
November 16: Annual Parish Meeting following Divine Liturgy 
November 17: Nut  Roll Set-Up 9am 
November 18-19: Nut Roll Baking 8am 
November 20: Vespers (Major Feast Day-Entrance of the Theotokos) 7pm 
November 21: Divine Liturgy (Entrance of the Theotokos) 9:30am 
November 22: Diocesan Assembly in Bethlehem; Nut Roll Pick-Up 9am-12pm 
November 23: IOCC/OCMC Banquet in Camp Hill (see bulletin for ticket info) 
November 24: Men’s Club Annual Meeting 7pm 
November 26: Pan-Orthodox Service of Thanksgiving (we are hosting) 7pm 
 

December 1: Deadline for Christmas Nut-Roll orders 
December 3: Vespers (St. Alexander of New York) 6pm 
December 5: Vespers (St. Nicholas the Wonderworker) 7pm 
December 6: Divine Liturgy (St. Nicholas) 9:30am 
December 7: Akathist - Mother of God Healer of Cancer 4pm (see page 6) 
December 8: Nut Roll Set-Up 9am 
December 9-10: Nut Roll Baking 8am 
December 13: Advent Retreat in Lancaster 9:30am-2:30pm; Nut Roll Pick-Up 9am-12pm 
 

NATIVITY (CHRISTMAS) SERVICE SCHEDULE WILL BE MAILED  
IN DECEMBER… PLEASE REMEMBER to HONOR the CHURCH FEAST 
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On Sunday, December 7th at 4pm, Christ the               
Saviour Parish will be welcoming the Miracle Working 
Icon “She Who is Quick to Hear” (pictured left)  from 
St. Tikhon of Zadonsk Monastery in South Canaan, PA. 
His Grace, Bishop TIKHON will accompany the icon and 
lead diocesan and local clergy in the singing of an Akathist 
hymn composed especially for those suffering from                  
various cancers. There will be an anointing at the end of 
the service. Please invite your family and friends to    
participate in this service of consolation, as we pray to 
the Mother of God to intercede for us before the Throne 
of Her Son  and Lord, Jesus Christ! 


